The Third Coffs Coast Sea Slug Census
29-31 January 2021

Thanks to everyone who participated in the third Coffs Coast Sea Slug Census. Once again (third
year in a row!), conditions on the ocean were less than ideal. While visibility was great offshore
(>20m) the swell limited opportunities for searching productive shallow habitats around the
islands. Conditions were calmer at Muttonbird Island, but the trade-off was visibility of around
1m. Fortunately, our rocky shores were once again highly productive and participants covered a
large number of locations throughout the census area (Brooms Head to Sawtell).
HOW MANY NUDIS? 35 people took part in the surveys and we received images from 28
participants documenting 100 species of sea slugs over the three days from across the entire
search area. Of these species, 25 had not previously been recorded in Coffs Coasts SSC events
(marked with an asterisk *).
This year, the side-gilled slug Pleurobranchus peronii was the most-sighted species which
reflects the fact that most participants included intertidal rock-pools in their surveys. There was
a tie for most species found – congratulations to Craig Lewis and Elizabeth Hardaker who
both found 29 species (Brett Touzell was a very close runner-up with 28 species).
MOST INTERESTING SPECIES – There were lots of very interesting species photographed
including some that have been seen only sporadically in the region. The standout, however, was
the small and spectacular Okenia mellita which was photographed at South Solitary Island by
Craig Lewis and Brett Touzell. This SE Australian endemic species is usually found in cooler
waters and rarely in the subtropics with very few records from the region.
BEST PHOTO – Congratulations Ian Shaw for his prize-winning image of Hydatina physis taken
at Woolgoolga Headland (see back page).
To help hone those identification skills, and to alert you to some of the species you may have
overlooked, we have selected an image of each species found. The initials of the
participant/team that took the image are shown in brackets (a list of participants who
submitted images appears at the bottom of this page).

Okenia mellita – the most interesting find by
Brett Touzell and Craig Lewis (photo: BT).

Photo submissions were received from:
AL – Alex Lewis; BE – Bob Edgar; BT – Brett Touzell;
CL - Craig Lewis; D&D – Deb Aston & Deb Worland;
EH – Elizabeth Hardaker; ES – Eva Staehelin; IS –
Ian Shaw; J&N – Jade & Nereida; JK – Jay Kachel;
K&E – Kirsty Christensen & Euan Provost; KB –
Kirsten Benkendorff; KGJ – Kerry, Grant & Jim
Cameron; KJ – Kirsty Jeffrey; MN – Matt Nimbs;
N&Y - Neil & Yvonne Vaughan; RAK – Roxy, Andrew
& Kerry Hoffman; SS – Steve Smith; T&N - Tom and
Nicola Davis; TM – Tom Mair.

Note 1: With the challenging conditions this year, some of the submitted images, although identifiable by the
research team, were not clear enough to present in this report. These have been replaced by previous images.
Substitutions are identified with # and the initials of the photographer.
Note 2: As many of you will have noticed, the names of many species have recently changed. We use the new
names in this report but provide an Appendix of recent, relevant name changes at the end of the report.

Bullina lineata (MN)

Ilbia ilbi (MN)*

Mariaglaja inornata (MN)

Hydatina physis (IS)

Biuve fulvipunctata (RAK)

Siphopteron sp. (EH)#

Placida kevinleei (KGJ)

Sacoproteus smaragdinus (MN)*

Aplysia concava (MN)

Aplysia extraordinaria (NYV)

Dolabella auricularia (JK)

Dolabrifera brazieri (TM)

Aplustrum amplustre (SS)

Chelidonura hirundinina (RAK)

Oxynoe viridis (SS)

Aplysia argus (NYV)

Aplysia juliana (SS)

Dolabrifera edmundsi (MN)*

Stylocheilus quercinus (K&E)

Stylocheilus striatus (MN)

Elysia furvacauda (RAK)

Elysia maoria (T&N)

Elysia tomentosa (NYV)

Elysia sp. (SDAS Coffs)* (SS)#

Elysia sp. 4 LHI1* (SS)#

Elysia sp. 3 Coffs2 (CL)

Umbraculum umbraculum (EH)

Pleurobranchaea maculata (T&N)*

Tylodina corticalis (BT)

Plocamopherus imperialis (EH)

Elysia coodgeensis (SS)

Elysia marginata (K&E)*

Elysia sp. (SDAS Angourie)* (SS)#

Elysia sp. 1 (blue spot) (BE)

Pleurobranchus peronii (K&E)

Tambja cf. victoriae (MN)*

Roboastra gracilis (SS)*

Okenia atkinsonorum (NYV)

Okenia mellita (CL)*

Aegires citrinus (IS)*

Gymnodoris alba (RAK)

Gymnodoris okinawae (SS)*

Ceratosoma amoenum (CL)

Ceratosoma brevicaudatum (BE)

Miamira flavicostata (NYV)

Glossodoris angasi (IS)

Chromodoris aspersa (EH)

Chromodoris kuiteri (CL)*

Chromodoris strigata (BT)*

Doriprismatica atromarginata (KJ)

Chromodoris elisabethina (TM)*

Goniobranchus cf. fidelis1 (MN)
1cf.

Goniobranchus splendidus (KJ)

Goniobranchus aff. reticulatus (CL)

= “compare with” which means it is similar to the nominated species, but not necessarily the same

Goniobranchus verrieri (CL)

Verconia simplex (BE)#

Hypselodoris godeffroyana (CL)*

Hypselodoris whitei (SS)*

Aphelodoris varia (BT)

Atagema intecta (TM)
1cf.

Mexichromis festiva (T&N)

Verconia alboannulata (CL)*

Hypselodoris bennetti (IS)

Hypselodoris cf. maculosa1 (CL)

Hypselodoris maritima (SS)

Hypselodoris obscura (K&E)

Hexabranchus sanguineus (KJ)

Doris cameroni (EH)

Rostanga arbutus (RAK)

Doriopsilla miniata (KB)

Atagema albata (SS)

Actinocyclus verrucosus (T&N)*

= “compare with” which means it is similar to the nominated species, but not necessarily the same

Carminodoris nodulosa (T&N)

Tayuva lilacina (SS)

Jorunna pantherina (MN)*

Jorunna ramicola (SS)

Dendrodoris fumata (IS)

Dendrodoris nigra (EH)

Crosslandia viridis (MN)

Marionia platyctenea (MN)

Dendrodoris guttata (T&N)

Dermatobranchus primus (RAK)

Tritonia sp. (Carijoa) (BT)

Austraeolis ornata (SS)

Peltodoris murrea (MN)

Jorunna sp. (BT)

Dendrodoris krusensternii (BE)

Madrella sanguinea (RAK)

Tritoniopsis elegans (EH)

Baeolidia australis (BT)

Spurilla braziliana (IS)

Coryphellina lotos (MN)*

Pteraeolidia ianthina (BE)

Bulbaeolidia alba (TM)

Trinchesia sibogae (NYV)*

Phyllodesmium crypticum (SS)

Phyllodesmium macphersonae (T&N)

Phyllodesmium poindimiei (AL)

Glaucus atlanticus (EH)*

Glaucilla bennetti (SS)*

Finally, a very big THANKYOU to:
- all of you for your enthusiastic participation
- the team from the Solitary Islands Underwater Research Group led by Nicola Fraser
- Solitary Islands Marine Park for permits
- our sponsors who donated prizes – Jetty Dive (and Enth Degree), Divequest Mullaway
and Coffs Harbour Camera House.
- our photo judges for Best Photo - Gary Bell and Mark Spencer.
Happy slug hunting and hope to see you all again in 2022 for another Coffs Coast SSC.
Remember, there are also events in other parts of the country – notification of these will be
made through the network of Facebook pages and web sites.
There are some excellent resources for additional information about sea slugs including the
most recent (2018) version of Nudibranch and Sea Slug Identification Indo-Pacific available as
a hard copy or PDF (http://fishid.com/store/product/reef-nudibranch-identificaiton-tropicalpacific-pdf-ebook/). Also, here’s a link to a FREE download which provides an illustrated
summary of data on sea slug distribution patterns in NSW http://www.publish.csiro.au/rs/RS16011. Also, for local species, check out the SURG web
pages - https://www.surg.org.au/species/nudibranchs-and-sea-slugs/group-photographs.
Don’t forget to post any interesting finds from the region to the Sea Slug Census Facebook
site (https://www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus/).
You can also email them to: seaslugcensus@scu.edu.au

Steve Smith (steve.smith@scu.edu.au) and Matt Nimbs (matt.nimbs@gmail.com)

The judges’ award for Best Photo
went to this great image of Hydatina
physis by Ian Shaw.
The award was made on the basis of
“lovely colour contrast, great
composition and some “personality”
in the image” (Mark and Gary).

Appendix
Notes on recent name changes relevant to this report
Name used in this report
Biuve fulvipunctata
Mariaglaja inornata
Placida kevinleei
Sacoproteus smaragdinus
Aplysia concava
Miamira flavicostata
Goniobranchus aff. reticulatus
Verconia (genus)
Carminodoris nodulosa
Dendrodoris krusensternii
Coryphellina lotos

Old name
Chelidonura fulvipunctata
Chelidonura inornata
Placida cremoniana
Stiliger smaragdinus
Aplysia parvula
Miamira magnifica
G. tinctorius/G. reticulatus
Noumea (genus)
Hoplodoris nodulosa
Dendrodoris denisoni
Flabellina rubrolineata

